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California, amid the loud crunching of a debarking
machine and the whining of a g-toot band saw, looks,
smiclls, and fegls like ordinary wood. But it is, in tact,
“gertified™ timber — having come from a forest managed
aceording 1o strict environmental standards set by the
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Forest Stewardship Council, a ||u|'|;|rnl'|| watchdog orga
mization based in Oaxaca, Mexico

Such “green”™ lumber has been available for nearly a
qll-.'b“u,l.._ EYET HNC Ciollins |'||_'|,'.I|'|I..' I|'||,' ISt CORMIpRIIvY B I:|1|, _
Umnined Stares 1o gain EACL comibication, Bt unol recenly
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Eio Timber of Berkeley, Today, however, shoppers In some areas can
walk into an ordinary home cenrer and by cerrified wood an the
SAMe __"r o A5 I'|||II|.,-:'r1I'. :'|| LA |

Home Depo, the world's top lumber recailes, origigered this sweep-
et change when it announced as part of Its ich-hirthday celebranon
n _"'|||5_'_|'-'_ 1 99% that 1t would B ar of its wav to stock certified
wisod produces, Specitically, the home-improvement retailing giant
'."Il. \|_|;|_'.,1 i I-\.l'll‘r Ins |'|.|'\1 NEss 45 [asT as |'\l||'\-\.h.l"\-||_ ip '\-I,||'\l|,'|'||_'|'~| u:'hn.-;;
win] bears the check-marked trec logo of the F5.C, *We wanned
o b a ._.||.|I:. of, " wavs Home Diepost xp::'n.._-rn.ln leshin Semulev. ™ And

the marker seems to be responding.”

Int the months since, the nation®s number
twi home-improvernent retailer, Lowe's Home
Centers, made a samilar announcement, as did
Menard's, 84 Lumber, and simlar chans. B
E"|.|.:| ers i other piLrts ol the lumber business,
froan hoime-bailding giant Kaufman 8 Broad

to window manu

facturer Andersen
Saplings are growing Lorporation, also
ot of @ stnmp furts
been corered itk a
Loyver of slash, debris
froen tiafering. Loggers
wsed fo brerm slash, bad
regionel  reguliations HCE
moe reguire dhat tey
hreak i wpr and speead
it ower Hhe grossnd fa
provide metricnis and
ciutiFal ermnsinm.

promised o seek
certified  lumber.
Suddenly, whar had
been a niche prod
with sluggish
SAIES |'.I'\-| |"-\.'|. nme a
hot commindiny
Incrensing thie s
mangd for responsihly
harvested  lumber
{amd therehy curbini
rapacious logging practices) was just whar the
international group of foresters, environmen
talises, and community membsers had ino mind
when they mer in Toromto in 1993 1o form the
ES.C. They creared a svstem thar vses thie by
ingg poweer of consumers as leverage againse the
natural inclinarion of somie lamber companies

o Turm a shorv-ternm profit ar the expense of the

forests bong-term health

The E5C.s program has three L.,-:. O
nents, Firso, it CEGUIres torest=prodocts companics ro follow 10
fundamenral p|'|'||.|!_'.lu_-~.. such as i'-|'|'||'|;__' harveses in pamcular arcas
o the amount of wood thar acrually prows there cach vear and man
'I-!-'-I:I-!-'- 1.'\.|I'-;,'-\.|-«. S0k [|'|_"| '.|:|,":]"\-:||'| || h\.'.ll CCHIOMIES—MEasEing sure, lor
cxample, that milling is done locally, Manonal and regional *work
1ng |.'.Il".|_.‘-*~" of torcsters, environmentalists, and COMTITHLETKILY members
determine how those principles will be implemented and then
codity them ince regional standards. Second, the F 5.0
independent inspection agencies, such as Scientilic Cermificarion Syvs
tems and Raintorest Action Merwork's SmarnWood program, wo

..'l"'l'll.llin.t anmi ||| NAECCcns :I'hl[ II".'I'.II\_:L' -.:Il\.'n.-hi 1K, [.'I\'.' I'"ll"'l'h"\- Ji

accredits

PROTECTING THE PRISTINE

At tha 1908 Western Woeod Products Assoclation convention In San Franciscao,
mambars of the Rainferest Action Metwork (A.A.N.] scaled the 5t Francis Hotel, hung
a glant protast skgn, and than remained suspanded from tha bullding until pollcs
climbad up 1o arrest tham. The RUAN., an activist crganization that halped faund the
Forest Stewardship Council, seas certification as the best tood avallabla for

insuring gpood forastry on commaercial land. But in pristine (never logged) lorasts,

the R.AN, often werks to keap any chain saws away, even thoss wislded by

cartifiad timbar companiss. *Tha United Stales hag plready lost B8 parcent of s
old-growth forests,” says Mike Brune, campalgne director for the RLAN. *Wa can't
afford to loss any more."” —JLH.



witlking the forests 1o make sure thar each company is living up
to the regiomal standards established by the working groups. And
third, te guard against having uncertified lumber being sold as if
it were certified, the F5.C.
thar tracks the wood as

ol ; a4
insises on a “chain of custody,” a svstem
it muves from forese to
mill to wholesaler—and
ever, in cases where the

II:Ik.'

\.r.||1||'-|-d, tor the retailer

lumber 15 not

Certthcation w offen
construed as a han on
clearcuts or a way to
Progect
[I&iEs, |'|'.|r I:|1|_"\|, 5.h|:-rr

old i..-r::-.-.-rh

The E5.C.
clearcues, as long as they are small (less than 20 g 40 acres, depend

hand |,|-:-'\.-;rip|:|-:'-na Are maceuraie, doesn’t |'-rn|"|'|-|'r
gL on the by of Forew) and o ppropriate fusr the rvpe af trees being
gronwn. Meither does it automancally ban the felling of old grnwl:h
IS, ._nlrl'nl.l!;n it does preserve srands of unrouched or I|_|_l,||r|g.' Cur
old-growreh forese hays Dawid Arens, the ES.Cs ||1._arL|,'|;||1|__=| direc-
or in the United Staves: "F 5.0 is not about *Save che trees.” It's
about *Use the forests wisely,”™

[os shisw the imipacy cermified forestry can have on the forest itself,

THE TREE AMIGOS

People think that cutting individual trees is
best for the forest, but clearcutting can mimic
the action of a natural forest fire and provide

the direct sunshine some trees need.

Denmis Gomes, the sawmill supervisor for Collins Pine, invites a vis
itor to hop into his truck for a quick tour of a 9%6,000-acre forest
near Chester, much of which has been owned by the Collins fam
ily since the early 1900s, After passing a thick grove of young pines
a |'u||_1r as l;.J.". s [l_'ll_'T'ﬂhl'!l'ﬂI.'
pules, the result of
aggressive timber cutting
by another company, he
slows down ar the point
where the landscape
changes abruptly. Here,
firs and pines soar nearly
rwice as high, and they're
rimged by sturdy young
offspring  of
hetghts, This is land thatr Collins has been logging since 1941,

At thar time, foresters caboulared char this forest had 1.5 bil-
lbm board feet of standing timber Since then, loggers have seboctively
removed 2 billion board feer of lomber and kepr 200 people
emploved vear round in the company’s sawmill. Yer the Land suill
hislds 1.5 billion board feer of timber, and i sl looks like a real
bsrest, with mowering mecs, clear streams, black bear, and hald eagles.
In other words, Collins’s long and responsible stewardship of s
lands has enabled borh loggers and habirar o lowrish.

When Collins decided o pursuc
certificanon m 1992, the F 5.0
no major deficiencees in the logging
operatoins, although they did sugpess

¥ ilril.l'.l'l-

- found

ﬁhmm ﬂhmmwﬂmmd—mm and put his profits
in the bank—so he could watch his money sam & “sustained yield.” The statement stunned
Synnott. “kt was the most homible mockery of the idea of sustainable forestrg®

in the cight yomrs since it was founded, the F5.C. has certified more than & million
acros in the tropics=—more than a third of it looated in Bolivia (asove). Although this repre-
sants less than 1 parcent of all troploal timberland, Syrnott points aut that any progress
ks significant. Compared to Euvrope and Morth America, certification in these areas is a

time-consuming process, he says.

Consumers can help the effort; he says, by purchasing lesser-known certified woods.
Mot only does this practice support F5.C.-approved logging methods that maintakn 8 nat-
ural balance of forest species but the homaowner gats flooring of rugged machiche and

maoldings of brindied chakte kok. — Ryan Robbins

that the company leave more dead
il cartifes tropical Umberiand anad broken-ofl trees m order to give
wotidwide, from Belize to Zirm- wosdpeckers amd owls more places
babwe. In facl, concarms about to nest. But the certification effore
shurtsighted lgaimg proctices alsar powated out that the company's
Vi wissbe b equatrist aerial survevs of s 126 000-acre
Toresls ane the leundsBon of hardwood forest in Pennsylvania
toe: entire mavernent. Tim Syn- were wocfully out of date, and that
"“1- M darector of the [k 11 B g P |||1.';;.,'|'n-. rl'u'n:' WETE SNTICTIITE S
FS.C.. vividiy recalls a 1503 hauling logs strmght down hilllsides,
“ 1] muwm A |-r.|rr|n: 1‘|L1I: |.'-:'-|'|rr.||1ur|"t. ILERS 1K
to action. Standing in the Chi- Comsequently, Collins hired an extra
manas forest, a locasl logger forester and spene abour 175,000 on
explained his plan to first cut new aerial photoegraphs and a geo

;‘r.lphn._' infosrmation svatem (G5 o
betrer track mee growth,

I Collinss Califorma forest, the
hrgh tech Gil% svstem has |'u_=||,1|,-|,|
managers sobve a problem cauvsed by
decades of selecrive harvesting: Irs
cxpanses of ponderosa pine and
sugar pine near Chester are being
taken over by white fir—a maore
shade-tolerant but lower-value ree,
and not the type historically domi-
nang in thar ferest. Sa, tor the firse
time, the company i planning vo cur



2- tor $-acre blocks of trees=—mnot just those
ripe for harvest—in order to let more sun-
Iiﬁl‘lﬂ‘ reach the forest floor and ENCHITART
ITICHTE pII'IE'.E e 1!’.“1![]'.'.

People often think of cotting imdividual
trees as “the type of logging thar creates the
least disturbance,” says Bill Wilkinson, rthe
F.5.C.% head forester in the Unired States, But
it means that, in time, only shade-boving rrees
will be left, “IF vou're not already managing
a shade-toderant species, eventually you will
be.” This i why he advocares a broad mix of
harvesting programs, which go by names such
as “varable-rerention cur,” “seed-tree cut,”
and “shelverwood cur.”
I Dhwugglas fir foreses, for
instange, small clearcurs
are warranted because
they mimic rhe way
windstorms and mud-
slides would clear an
arca naturally. And with-
ot a clearing, theres no
way o get these rroes to
thrive, “The cuts can b
AN ACFe OF [wo, maybe
ren acres,” Wilkinson

marker its wood with the S.EL logo.

Still, the 5.F L has no chain-of-custody
SYSLCI. “We helicve the I!r.lL'I-:inE & Mt nece
csaary,” savs Jumper, “If theres a piece of
wond with *S.F. L' on one end and “Inter-
natiomal I“:1per' emblazoned Acroms ||1|: 'F.mnr,
it will e cleare rlae it weas brought to market
by a company that abides by 5.FE1, stan-
dards.™ But the lack of ANy means to trace
I!|'||: wiodsd 6 A serous :.|'||:r|1|.'urn|.1|-_|.;,, a.,:.,:nrda
ing eo Jefl Wartelle, director of SErategic
promrams for the Foress Certificarson Coune-
cil, an organzagion Tr}'irlg o INCreEpse
dermand for certified lumber = What assur-
ance 1% there thar the
wood  vou're  buy-
g 15 really from a
well-managed forestd”
Woartelle asks,

While rhe S.F.1, has
enrolled a massive 72
million acres in its pris-
gram, st far it has failad
o win misch retail sup-
port. In reference o
5.F.1, Home Depot's
John Simley savs, *We

says. “You don't have mo Al with tiv Forest Stereardsbip looked ar their pro-
men the forest into 8 Cowneil’s check mark logo, the sk gram, and we decided
moonscape.” stup on 4 piece of certified wood  thar the best syseem was
The F5.C. is not the  imdicates the boards onigins. Like the 5 g ¢ -
) it anl & battle of aspdr, Bhe maunk- -
only program concerned ings alioes the product so be [ The chicf problem
with forestry practices in bk fo the forest where if was cut, for the F.5.C. now is
the United Stares. In @ syalem kiioion 8 chiin of cstody. supply. At the start of

1994, ome year after the

ESCs FIIIJIIIJII'IH_., the American Forest &
Paper Association, an indwstry trade group,
established its Sustainable Furnrr_l.' Inrtiative
(5.EL]}, a competing certification program.,
The il:du.':-'rr_l.' effort w much less restrictive
thain that of the F.5.C. For {'xamph:._ﬂtﬂﬁ I
allows clearcuts Averaging as I‘“Et' as 120
acres, three bimes the maximum allowed
by the F 5.0, And while the F.5.C. allows
companies only limited use of pesticides, the
5.EL simply obliges companies to obey the
laws regarding pesticides,

Derek Jumper, a spokesman for the
5.F.1., says that later this year, the group
will comie out with irs own label. And the
industry program, which until recently had
no provision for independent on-site
inspections, has now made them aprional
and has plans to require third-pary inspec-
tions for any company thar wanes o

this vear, it bad certi-
fied just 7.8 million acres in the Unived
States, hardly enough o meet the huge
demand for lumber in this country.
Although many small suppliers have
hecome certified, che lumber is hard 1o find
in the quanrities that big retailers need.
Ar Home Depot, bor instance, Simley waon't
hazard a puess as to when centified wood
will dominate the store’s shelves, Richard
Donovan, chicl forester and director of
SmartWood, savs his biggest fear is that
people will give up too easily on certified
JUIH g i!' IIH}' doa't hind 18 on the xhuh‘us
FLL| lhi.‘i:' local home center. “IE% a bir af a
chicken-and-sgg situation,” he savs, “Only
it people ask For this wood will uaikders and
srofes figure it out and say, “Oh, thes s
important.” The sooner consumers ask
those questions, the sooner the forests will
e healthier.™



