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Con tact : Er ic Schooler ,  Collin s Com pan ies, 800.3 2 9 .1 2 1 9  ex t  2 2 1

Wade Mosby , Collin s Com pan ies, 800.3 2 9 .1 2 1 9  ex t  2 4 7

Mike Zojonc, Collins Pine Co.,  5 3 0.2 5 8.2 1 1 1  ex t  1 2 7

Ch ester ,  Ca liforn ia  – On  March  3 1 ,  1 9 4 3  th e fir st  log  w as cu t  a t  th e th en  new  Collin s

Pine Com pany  m ill  in  Ch ester ,  Ca liforn ia . Fifty -n ine y ea rs and $2 0 m illion  dollar s

la ter ,  Collin s h a s unv eiled th eir  n ew  sta te-of-th e-ar t  m ill in  Ch ester .  A nnu a l capacity

in  1 9 4 3  w as 5 0  m m bf and th en  la ter  in creased to 7 5  m m bf.  The new  m ill,  a t  fu ll

produ ct ion  in  2 003 , w ill m ore th an  dou ble th e or ig ina l capacity  to 1 2 0 m m bf.

Collin s, know n  th rough ou t th e indu str y  for  their  h igh  qu a lity  w ood produ cts,  ha s

v ir tua lly  r ebu ilt  and re-equ ipped th e m ill from  the g rou nd u p. Th e r ea son? As Mike

Zojonc, plan t  m anager  com m ented, "Good is n ev er  good enou gh .  We w an ted an  ev en

h igh er  qu a lity  product,  on  a  m ore consisten t  ba sis w ith  an  ey e on  com peting  far  in to

th e fu tu re."

To a ccom plish  those goa ls,  Collins h as added a  com pu ter ized head-r ig  to br eak dow n

la rge logs, a  C-fr am e to br eak dow n  sm all logs, tw o new  edgers … a  cu r v e saw  gang , a

board edger , and a  slan t-bed tw in  r esaw .  They  a lso kept  a  6 0-inch  r ing  debarker  tha t

rem ov es the bark of logs u p to fiv e feet  in  diam eter  and a  3 5 -in ch  Nich olson  A .5

debarker  th at  r em ov es th e ba rk of logs under  th r ee feet  in  diam eter .  "With  the new

m ill and equ ipm ent , Collins w ill r ea lize a  sign ifican t  in cr ea se in  efficiency  and

produ ct iv ity  th rough  a  h igher  u t iliza tion  of ea ch  log  and h igh er  g rade r ecov ery ," sa id

Zojonc. "We ar e a lso com m itted to prov iding  a  stable econom y  for  th is com m un ity  for

decades to com e." Su ppor t ing  th e new  m ill is a  m ajor  r enov a tion  of the pow erh ouse

w ith  a  produ ction  of 1 2  m egaw atts per  h ou r .  Th is v olu m e is enough  to pow er  a lm ost

a ll of La ssen  and Plu m as cou n ties in  nor thern  Ca liforn ia .  Collin s sells excess pow er  to

PG&E.

Du r ing  th e sta r t-u p, abou t 5 0  em ploy ees a re back on  the job opera ting  the fir st  sh ift  in

th e saw m ill.  A ddit iona l em ploy ees w ill  r etu rn  as th e second sh ift  and planer  m ill

beg in  in  Nov em ber .  The m a jor ity  of th e or ig ina l w or kfor ce w ill be back w ith  the

except ion  of th ose w h o r et ir ed and th ose w h o found w ork elsew here w h ile th e new  m ill

w as u nder  constru ction . "A ctua lly ,  w e kept  a  num ber  of ou r  em ploy ees to help r ebu ild

th e m ill  w h ich  not  on ly  h elped u s bu t  kept  th e com m u nity  in tact ," r em arked Zojonc.

For ty -fiv e per cen t  of th e logs for  the new  m ill  w ill com e dir ect ly  fr om  th e 9 4 ,000

m ixed con ifer  stands of th e Collin s A lm anor  For est  (CA F). "It ’s im por tant  to note th a t

in  1 9 4 1  w hen  h arv esting  began ,  th e CA F h eld 1 .5  bbf of t im ber .  On  Septem ber  2 5 ,

2 000,  w e ha r v ested ou r  2  billion th  boa rd-foot  of lu m ber  fr om  CA F. It  cam e from  a  1 2 6

y ear -old, 1 3 0-foot  ta ll ponderosa  pine fr om  th e sam e m ixed con ifer  stand near

Hu m bu g Va lley  w h er e logg ing  began  in  1 9 4 1 ," obser v ed Er ic Schooler ,  pr esiden t  &

CEO of Th e Collins Com panies. Sin ce 1 9 4 1 ,  Collin s ha s rem ov ed enou gh  t im ber  to bu ild

ov er  2 00,000 av er age-sized h om es, y et  the CA F st ill  h olds 1 .5  bbf of t im ber  w ith  t rees

in  a ll age cla sses. As Jay  Francis,  ch ief for ester  for  th e CA F sta ted, "Wh en  y ou  ha rv est ,

as w e hav e,  on  a  su sta ined y ield ba sis fr om  th e beg inn ing , th e resu lt  is a  h ea lthy ,

biodiv er se, m u lt i-la y er ed forest  tha t  ha s nev er  seen  a  clear  cu t."

Tom  Kenw or thy , in  th e Wash ing ton  Post ,  w r ites,  "For  m ore than  5 0 y ea rs, th is fam ily -

ow ned t im ber  com pany  h as practiced a  kind of su sta ined y ield, select iv e h ar v est

m anagem en t  th a t  is a  r ela t iv e oddity  in  th e indu stry  bu t  w ins plaudits fr om  th e

env ironm en ta l com m u nity  … ev en  a fter  decades of cu t t ing , m ost  stands in  the Collins

A lm anor  Forest  con ta in  som e m agn ificen t  2 00- and 3 00-y ea r -old tr ees."
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Th e Collin s A lm anor  Forest  w as the fir st  pr iv a tely -ow ned for est  in  th e United Sta tes to

be independen tly  cer t ified by  th e For est  Stew ardsh ip Cou ncil (FSC). Th e FSC is the

on ly  w or ldw ide cer t ifica t ion  sy stem  endorsed by  th e m ajor  env ironm en ta l

or gan iza t ions. Today ,  a ll th ree of Collin s’ h ardw ood and softw ood for ests ar e FSC-

cer t ified, in clu ding  th e Collin s Pennsy lv an ia  For est ,  th e Collin s Lakev iew  Forest ,  and

th e Collin s A lm anor  For est .  A nd a ll  th r ee h av e m ills m anu factu r ing  cer t ified

hardw ood and softw ood lu m ber  produ cts,  h ardw ood v eneer  logs and floor ing . In

addit ion , Collin s Products LLC m anu factu r es cer t ified pine par ticleboa rd and ex ter ior

Tru Wood® Siding  & Tr im . A bou t  80% of th e logs u sed in  th e new  Ch ester  m ill a r e

cer t ified.

Collin s’ com m itm en t to protect ing  th e for est  ecosy stem  is enhanced by  their  adopt ing

th e pr in ciples of Th e Na tu ra l Step, an  in terna t iona l env ironm en ta l or gan iza t ion

dedica ted to m ov ing  people and businesses tow ard cy clica l r esou rce-pr eser v ing

m ethods. As a  r esu lt ,  Collin s is th e fir st  Nor th  A m er ican  forest  produ cts com pany  to

grow ,  m anu factu re, and m arket  a  fu ll lin e of FSC-cer tified w ood produ cts w h ile

im plem en ting  su sta inable pr actices in to a ll of th eir  facilit ies.

Th e com pany  is fam ily -ow ned and tr aces it s roots ba ck to 1 85 5  w h en  T.D.  Collin s

began  t im ber  opera tions in  Pennsy lv an ia . By  the tu r n  of th e cen tu ry ,  th e fam ily

expanded w est  and by  1 9 4 0, th ird generat ion  Trum an  W. Collin s w as ar t icu la ting  a

v ision  of su sta inable for estr y  ha lf a  cen tu ry  ah ead of h is t im e.  Cu r ren tly  th ey  m anage

tim ber land and m illing  opera tions in  Lakev iew , Oregon  (Frem ont  Saw m ill),  Kane,

Pennsy lv an ia , (Kane Hardw ood),  Klam ath  Fa lls,  Oregon  (Collins Produ cts LLC),  th r ee

reta il y a rds in  nor thern  Ca liforn ia  (Bu ilder s Su pply ),  in  addit ion  to th eir  n ew  m ill in

Ch ester ,  Ca liforn ia  (Collin s Pine Com pany ).
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