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Pacific Crest  Trail  Associat ion  Honors Timber

Company  with  Partnership Award.

Coll ins Pine Company  Demonst rates Unique and

Exemplary  Stewardship of Nat ional Scenic Trail.

At  it s r ecent  Annua l Meet ing , the Sacram ento-based Pacific

Cr est  Tr a il A ssocia t ion  (PCTA) honored th e Collin s Pine

Com pany  (h eadquar ter ed in  Por t land, Ore.) w ith  its

Pa r tner sh ip Aw ard.

Am ong th e h igh est  honor s bestow ed by  th e tr a il-adv ocacy  or gan iza t ion ,  th e

Par tner sh ip Aw ard h as h istor ica lly  been  g iv en  to fellow  non -profit  organ iza tions w ith

exem pla r y  r ecords of prov iding  ser v ice to the Pacific  Crest  Nat iona l Scen ic Tra il  (PCT).

In  w hat  som e m igh t  ca ll a  su rpr ising  depar tu r e from  tradit ion , th e 2 002  aw ard w ent

to a  for -profit  t im ber  com pany .  

In  2 002 , Ch ief Forester  Jay  Francis of the Collins Pine Com pany  took t im e ou t  fr om

m anaging  a ll  of th e com pany ’s opera tions a t  Chester ,  Ca liforn ia , to in it ia te and

im plem en t an  im por tan t  reloca tion  of th e PCT th rough  the com pany ’s proper ty  in

Plum as County , Ca lif.  

Recognizing  th a t  th e PCT’s rou te in  Collin s Pine Com pany  for ests w as not  a s scen ic or

as sa fe a s it  cou ld (or  shou ld) be, Francis r ecomm ended tha t  th e tr a il be reloca ted to

th e Collin s Pine “Pa rk 4 0.”  Collin s Pine Founder ,  Trum an  Collin s, set  th is 40-acr e

pa rcel of land aside to be pr eser v ed in  perpetu ity  for  edu ca tiona l and in terpr etiv e

pu rposes. In  addit ion  to m ov ing  the t ra il to a  m ore aesth et ic ar ea  (w h ich  inv olv ed the

constru ct ion  of one m ile of n ew  tr a il),  Francis a lso or ch estr a ted a  sa fer  h ighw ay

crossing  for  PCT h iker s and equ estr ians. The form er  r ou te led PCT u ser s across busy

Highw ay  3 6  a t  a  loca tion  w ith  lim ited sigh t  distance. The new  h ighway  crossing

im prov es th e sa fety  of the t ra il  su bstan tia lly .  Addit iona lly ,  th e Collins Pine Com pany

has or ch estr a ted th e insta lla t ion  of sign s and a  pa rking  a rea , a llow ing  for  gr ea ter

recr ea tiona l oppor tun it ies.

The abov e changes repr esen t  a  $2 7 ,5 00 inv estm en t . The project  w as lar gely

im plem en ted and funded by  th e Collins Pine Com pany , w ith  th e h elp of th e US For est

Serv ice and th e Ca liforn ia  Conser v at ion  Corps.  

“  If a ll  th e tr a il’s n eighbor s sh ar ed Collins Pine’s comm itm en t to responsible

stew ardsh ip, ou r  job w ou ld be a  lot  ea sier  and ou r  Na tiona l Scen ic Tr a il a  lot  m ore

scen ic,”  r em arked PCTA  Program  Dir ector ,  Joe Sobinov sky , a t  th e recen t  aw ards

cerem ony . 

Collin s Pine Com pany  h as been  pract icing  responsible for est  stew ardsh ip in  th e

A lm anor  Basin  sin ce 1 9 4 1  and w as th e fir st  pr iv a tely  owned com pany  to h av e its

for est lands cer t ified by  th e Forest  Stew ardsh ip Council a s su sta inable.  It s m u lt i-

la y ered, biodiv erse forests suppor t  ba ld eag les, ospr ey s, goshawks,  and nor th ern

spot ted ow ls.

The Pacific Cr est  Tr a il A ssocia t ion  is th e "The Voice" of th e Pacific  Cr est  Na tiona l Scen ic

Tra il.  The m ission  of th e A ssocia t ion  is to prom ote, pr eser v e and protect  th e PCT

(wh ich  str etch es for  2 ,6 5 0-m iles fr om  Mex ico to Canada  th rou gh  Ca liforn ia , Or egon

and Wash ington ) so a s to reflect  its w or ld-cla ss sign ificance for  th e en joy m en t ,
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educa tion  and adv entu re of h iker s and equ estr ians.

For  m ore in form ation , con tact  Joe Sobinov sky ,  Program  Director  of th e PCTA  

a t  9 1 6 -3 4 9 -2 1 09  ex t  1 2 .
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