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Power company plans tree-fueled plant

A Ca liforn ia  energy  com pany  is going  ah ead w ith  plans to bu ild a  plan t  in  Lakev iew

that  w ill bu rn  sm all t r ees fr om  su r rounding  forests to produ ce electr icity .

It  r epr esen ts the cu lm ina tion  of th r ee y ea r s of w ork to find a  w ay  to pay  for  th inn ing

loca l for ests to r edu ce th e danger  of w ildfire,  prov ide m ore logs for  w ood produ cts and

im prov e the h ea lth  of for ests plagu ed by  beet le in festa t ions, sa id Jim  Wa lls,  director  of

th e Lake Coun ty  Resour ces In it ia t iv e in  Lakev iew , Oregon .

DG Energy  of San  Diego hopes to h av e the $20 Million , 1 3 -m egaw a tt  plan t  on line by

la te 2 008 , sa id Stev e Mueller ,  th e com pany  pr esiden t.  The com pany  owns oth er

biom ass plants in  Fa irh av en ,  Ca lif. ,  and Whitefield, N.H., as w ell a s Distr ict  Cooling

Co. in  Por tland,  w h ich  supplies cold w a ter  for  a ir  condit ion ing  in  th e Pea r l Distr ict .

The plan t  w ill  be bu ilt  n ext  to Collins Pine Co.'s Frem ont Sawm ill in  Lakev iew , fu eled

by  w aste from  the sawm ill as w ell a s sm a ll tr ees th inned fr om  th e Fr em ont Na tiona l

Forest  and Collins Pine lands and jun iper s from  U.S. Bu reau  of Land Managem en t

rangelands,  Wa lls sa id.  

Selling  electr icity  to the g r id and steam  to th e sawm ill,  the plan t  w ill cr ea te 1 5

fam ily -w age jobs a t  th e plant  and 7 0  in  the w oods in  a  comm unity  of 2 ,6 00 people

Walls sa id. 
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